
Many users want to provide some information to accompany the reporting 
tools and distribution mapping on their project web site.  This content can 
enhance the users experience and the utility of the project.

This system provides the ability to offer customized, mini-factsheets to 
provide users information such as:

 • A brief summary of  the species
 • Links to relevant sites
 • Selected images from the Bugwood Image Database System
 • Biology
 • Control measures
 • Distribution based on available data
 • Contact information based on species and location

Although the format and layout of these pages are project specific, the 
content is fully databased to allow for automatic page creation. 

EDDMapS : Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System for invasive species.  
C.T. Bargeron,  D.J. Moorhead, G.K. Douce and J.H. LaForest
University of Georgia, Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health, Tifton, Georgia, (229) 386-3298, bugwood@uga.edu

Data Entry

Distribution Mapping

The location for a report can be entered by latitude and longitude.  If a GPS unit is not available,
the point can be selected by finding the location by using online digital maps.  Three types of 
views are available for these maps:  Map, Satellite, and Hybrid.  The Hybrid view is often preferred  
since it creates a composite of the Map and Satellite views.  In many cases, high-resolution maps  
are available to allow the user to select specific landscape features.

Viewing local distributions and the information and images associated with individual points is easily 
done by browsing online maps and selecting a desired location.  Where appropriate, certain data 
elements can be made ‘private’ to accommodate the confidentiality concerns associated with new 
infestations and the exact location of certain species.  

State and county level distributions are viewed easily.  Clicking on a state can show the county 
distributions within that state or region.  These can be based on point or county/state data.

The Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health created the Early Detection and Distribution  
Mapping System (EDDMapS) to provide a simple means of reporting invasive species on the  
Internet,  tracking their distributions and providing additional information about on species.  This tool 
is designed to be easy to use with little or no training. It can be integrated into any project through
latitude and longitude coordinates obtained from GPS or by selecting a point on a digital map.

Information Delivery

Customized data forms are attached to a fully relational database 
to minimize errors in data entry.  

EDDMapS is currently being used by:

 • Southeast Exotic Plant Pest Council
 • Florida Exotic Plant Pest Council
 • Everglades Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area
 • USDA CSREES - “Forest*A*Syst”
 • Georgia Cogongrass Task Force
 • Alaska Exotic Plant Information Clearinghouse
 • Mid-Atlantic Exotic Plant Pest Council
 • National Park Service
 • Invaders of Texas
 • Forest Service National Forest System
 • Southern Appalachian Cooperative Weed Management Area
 • Florida Invasive Species Partnership

EDDMapS can be used in a wide variety of mapping projects to:
 • Facilitate Early Detection and Rapid Response
 • Monitor invasive plants,  diseases, insects and other animals
 • Map distributions of any number of species in an area
 • Map state or county level species presence data
 • Develop area management plans
 • Track management activities
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